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The General Election held later in the year showed little
change, and the Parliament Bill was accordingly introduced
again. Eventually the news of the King's pledge was made
public, and when it came to a vote on the Bill in the House of
Lords, a number of opponents of the measure abstained and
it therefore passed into law.
The Parliament Act of 1911 limited the power of the
Lords in two ways. Money Bills could only be delayed for
one month: other public Bills could, in effect, be delayed for
two years. The Act also declared that a Second Chamber
constituted on a popular rather than a hereditary basis would
be set up.
Financial legislation is now, to use Anson's words, "un-
der the entire control of the House of Commons." u The
Parliament Act, 1911, provided that a Money Bill which has
passed the Commons should, if not passed by the Lords within
one month, be presented to the Sovereign for the Royal As-
sent. What was meant by a Money Bill was defined in the
Act, but each such Bill has to bear a certificate by the Speaker
of the House of Commons that the Bill is a Money Bill within
the meaning of the Act.
The effect of the Parliament Act of 1911 in relation to
ordinary Public Bills other than Money Bills was that the
Lords could, in the last resort, delay $uch Bills for a period
of about two years. In fact between 1911 and 1947 only two
Bills which had been rejected by the Lords passed into law
under the provisions of the Parliament Act. In 1949 a Bill
amending the Parliament Act by reducing from two years to
one the period during which the Lords could delay Bills
which had passed the Commons was passed into law under the
provisions of the Parliament Act itself.
11 Anson, op. cit,} p. 281.